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Department File Ref: 
	

20/466609 

Briefing Note 
The Honourable Grace Grace MP 
Minister for Education and 
Minister for Industrial Relations 

Action required: For Noting 

Action required by: ASAP 

Urgent: Information regarding a contentious issue. 

SUBJECT: MANAGEMENT OF ASBESTOS CONTAINING MATERIALS IN 
QUEENSLAND STATE SCHOOLS WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO 
DUNDULA STATE SCHOOL 

Summary of key objectives 

• For the Minister to note information relating to asbestos containing materials (ACM) at 
Dundula State School (SS). 

Key issues 

1. The Minister has requested the Department of Education (DoE) provide a further and more 
detailed brief on the matter of alleged asbestos exposure at Dundula SS, including any 
other claims lodged/settled and any actions taken to engage with the school community 
about possible exposure. 

2. From October 2019 to April 2020, DoE's Infrastructure Services Branch (ISB) provided 
details for requests for information regarding Dundula SS including a Right to Information 
(RTI) application, RTI consultation, personal injuries claim and request to clarify 
information. 

3. The various information requests were in relation to records held regarding renovations 
and construction works carried out and the ACM register for Dundula SS. 

4. The information requests also asked for DoE's policies relating to: 

- identifying asbestos; and 

- requirements for entering premises for the purposes of demolition and renovation 
works. 

5. The date range for the request for documents held regarding the ACM register and 
construction works carried out at Dundula SS is from 1997 to 2004. 

6. The RTI consultation request was from the Department of Housing and Public Works 
(DHPW) and was for access to all documents in relation to any renovations to Dundula 
SS, including past asbestos registers for the school for the period 1997 to 2004. 

7. The ACM register contains 13 entries of confirmed ACM recorded as being removed at 
Dundula SS. Additionally, there is one entry recorded as no asbestos detected and 12 
entries of removal noted as analysis not determined/required. All ACM removal occurred 
after 2004. 

8. An asbestos incident occurred at Dundula SS (outside the information request period) on 
19 November 2010. Plumbers were investigating a sink hole after a rain event and 
uncovered suspected ACM in piping on the school grounds near the administration block. 
An exclusion area of 10 metres was implemented and temporary fencing erected. Repairs 
were completed and the incident finalised. 
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