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Tim Knapp
Arts Advisor
Office of the Honourable John-Paul Langbroek MP
Minister for Education and the Arts
 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

E tim.knapp@ministerial.qld.gov.au
 

Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r th

e R
TI A

ct 
by

 D
oE

Department of Education – RTI Application (253101) – (Documents from the Office of the Minister for Education and the Arts) - Page 12 of 212 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Debbie Best 
Chairperson 
State Library of Queensland  

By email: governance@slq.qld.gov.au 

 

Dear Ms Best 

I write to acknowledge receipt of your communication regarding the decision by the Library Board to 
award a black&white! Writing Fellowship to author Karen Wyld at the State Library of Queensland. 

The black&white! Writing Fellowships play a pivotal role in amplifying Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander voices within Australian literature. 

As highlighted in my previous letter, Ms Wyld has previously made public statements supporting the 
person responsible for the horrific Hamas-led October 7 attacks, stating “Vale to the martyr Sinwar” 
and “Resisting colonisation until his last breath, fighting the genocidal oppressors like a hero, 
sacrificing his life for love of his people and ancestral land.” 

It is my firm view and direction under Section 23 of the Libraries Act 1988 and I am sure the view of 
most Queenslanders, that Ms Wyld should not receive the award in a Queensland Government or 
State Library of Queensland venue. 

Further the Premier and I have been unequivocal in stating that there is no place for hate, 
discrimination, or racism – including antisemitism – in Queensland. The Crisafulli Government 
supports the arts as a platform for creativity, expression, and cultural engagement. 

Accordingly, the award should not be presented to Ms Wyld or delivered to her within a publicly 
funded, state-run venue such as the State Library of Queensland. 

It is incumbent upon the Board to ensure that all activities and associations of the State Library 
reflect community standards and uphold the integrity of the institution. 

I expect that the Board will reconsider its decision in light of this direction. 

Your sincerely 

 
 
 
 
JOHN-PAUL LANGBROEK MP 
Minister for Education and the Arts 
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