Queensland Government

2026 Next Step State School Leavers survey

Questionnaire

Intro

The State School Leavers survey is a follow up on Queensland students who left or
changed school during grades 10, 11 or 12.

It aims to understand the reasons why you left or changed school and to gain insight into
what you are doing now, such as work or study.

These questions should only take 5 minutes. If you are eligible and complete the survey,
you will be entered into the draw to win an iPad.

An adult relative or adult household member can answer on your behalf if they are familiar
with your circumstances.

The survey is conducted by the Queensland Government Statistician’s Office, and your
responses are strictly confidential and protected by the Statistical Returns Act 1896. Data
excluding personal identifiers will be shared with the Department of Education to help
improve services for future students.

For more information about this survey, including prize terms and conditions, previous
results, and resources about further study and employment, visit
http://www.qgld.gov.au/nextstep.

Screening module

S3. Are you currently studying Year 10, 11 or 127

Y B o 1
N O oo 2
If (S3=1) > Q1

Else > Q2
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http://www.qld.gov.au/nextstep

School changer module

Q1. Have you changed schools during 2025 or 20267
Y S oo e 1

If (Q1=2) > END SURVEY
Else 2> Q1a

Q1a. What type of school are you currently studying at?

Public/State school or TAFE .o 1
Private/non-State sChool ... 4
HOME SCNOOI . 8
Other (please SPECITY)  ...uieiei i 97

If (Q1a=1) > END SURVEY
If (Q1a=8) > Q2
Else 2> Q1b

Q1b. This survey is concerned with identifying general reasons why students
change schools so that the department can learn and improve in future, but we
understand that these reasons may be sensitive and personal.

Would you be willing to answer some yes/no questions about the reason(s) why you
changed schools?

D = T 1
N O oo s 2

If Q1b=1 > Q1c
Else > END SURVEY

Q1c. The new school has better subject offerings or programs

YOS o e 1
P 2
Q1d. The new school has access to better resources, for example buildings,
facilities, teachers, books and technology

0=



Q1e. | have disability needs that my new school can better support

Y S o e
o
NOt ApPPlICADIE o e

Q1f. The new school can better support my health or personal needs
(05
N O o s

Q1g. Did not like the teaching staff at the previous school
Y B o
N O s

Q1h. Did not like the way the previous school was managed
Y B o
N O

Q1i. Behaviour of other students disrupted my study, excluding bullying
Y S o e
N O s

Q1j. Bullying at previous school
Y S o e
N O s

Q1k. Asked to leave by previous school
Y B i
P

Q1l. Moved away or to a new area
Y B i
N O o e

If more than 1 of items Q1c through Q1l=1 > Q1m
Else > END SURVEY

Q1m. Of the reasons you answered “Yes” to, which had the greatest influence?
Please specify from answers chosen above

END SURVEY




School leaver module

Q2. Why did you leave your previous school?
Please select up to 5 responses

To get a job/apprenticeship ...
Did not like school ...
Did not like the teaching staff ...
Did not like the way the school was managed .......................
Study options did not meet my needs ...

Difficult academically ...

Behaviour of other students disrupted my study (excluding bullying) ....................

Asked to leave by SChOOl ...
DiSADIlItY e
Health reasons ...
Moved away/to @a NEW area  .......cccooeiviiiiiiiiii e
Felt | would have access to better resources  .....................

Family commitments — pregnancy/parenting own child ~ .......

Family commitments — excluding pregnancy/parenting own child

Previous school only goes to Year 10 .........ciiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnn.
Parents made me leave school ...

BUIIYING oo e

Completed requirements for Year 12/gained 20 QCE points

HOUSING ISSUES oo
Other <(please specify)> ..o

0w N O O B~ WON -

11
12
14
15
16
17
20
21
22
97

If (Q2=21) > END SURVEY
If (Q2 > one response) > Q3
Else > Q4

Q3. Of these reasons, which had the greatest influence?

Please specify from answers chosen above




Employment module

Q4. Do you currently have a paid job?
YOS e
N O e

If Q4=1 > Q5
ELSE - Q10

Q5. What is your job?

Text response

Q5a. What are the main tasks you perform in that job?
Text response

Q6. Are you currently doing an apprenticeship or traineeship?

Yes —apprenticeship
Yes —traiNEeShiD o
N O e

Q7. What industry do you work in?
Text response

If (Q6=1 OR Q6=2) > Q9

Q8. Is your job a casual job?
YOS
N O e

Q9. How many hours do you usually work each week?

Numeric response

If (Q6=1 OR Q6=2) > Q16
ELSE > Q15

Q10. Have you had a paid job since leaving school?
Y B o e
N O

If (Q10=1) > Q11
ELSE > Q12

Q11. What was the main reason you stopped working in your last job?

Was only a temporary/seasonal job ...



Employer went out of business ... 2
| turned 18 — younger workers are cheaper ..o 3
Got laid Off/sacked ..o 4
Not satisfied with the Job .. 5
Moved to another location ..o 6
Transport difficulties ..o 7
Not enough work/unsuitable hours ... 8
Health reasons 9
TrAVEI/OVEISEAS ..o 10
Study COMMIIMENTS e 11
Family commitments — pregnancy/parenting own child ..., 13
Family commitments — excluding pregnancy/parenting own child ........................ 14
HOUSING 1SSUBS i e 15
Issues with boss or coworkers 16
Other <(please SPecCify)™> 97
Q12. Are you currently looking for a paid job?

YOS

[ P 2
If (Q12=2) > Q14

Q13. What is the main reason you have not been able to find a job?

Not enough or appropriate skills or training ... 1
Not enough or appropriate qualifications ... 2
Not enough JOb eXPErIENCE .o 3
| turned 18 — younger workers are cheaper ... 4
Not enough jobs available ... 5
Hours are not suitable ..., 6
Transport difficulties ..o 7
Health reasons 8
Family commitments oo 9
Disability 10
Study COMMIIMENTS L e 11
Only just started looking forajob ..o 12
NOt trying very hard oo 13
Recent or future relocation/travel ... 14



HOUSING ISSUBS oot 15
Other <(please SPeCifyY)> i 97
GOTO > Q15

Q14. What is the main reason you are currently not looking for a paid job?

Current study commitments ... 1
Future study commitments ... 2
No financial need to do paid WOrk ... ..o 3
TraVEl 4
Disability 5
Health reasons 6
Don't Want 10 WOrK oo 7
Accepted a job that will startatalaterdate ... 8
Don't feel ready for paid WOrK ... 9
Transport difficulties ... 10
Sports COMMITMENTS ... 11
Have been unsuccessful finding ajob ... 13
Family commitments — pregnancy/parenting own child ... 15
Family commitments — excluding pregnancy/parenting own child ........................ 16
HOUSING ISSUBS oottt e 17
Undecided and considering options ... 18
Other <(please SPeCify)> i 97
Study module

Q15. Are you currently studying?

Yes — fUll-lime e 1
YEs — Part-time o e

NO — MOt STUAYING oo e e e e

If (Q15>2) > Q21
ELSE - Q17




Q16. You said earlier that you were doing an apprenticeship/traineeship. Are you
currently doing the study component?

YesS — dOING COUMSE NOW  oiiiiiiiiii ittt e e e e et e e e e e ee e e e e e eenenaennennans
Yes —study not yet started ...

Study component completed ...

If (Q16>3) > END SURVEY
ELSE - Q17

Q17. What is the level of the course or program that you are studying?

Advanced Diploma ..o e
3 1T o]0 o 2 -
VET Certificate IV oo

VET Certificate Il
VET Certificate I
VET Certificate |

VET Certificate — level UNKNOWN oo e

Year 12
Year 11

Y AN 10 o e ———
No formal qualification (including certificate of completion) ...
Other (Please SPECITY)  .oviuiirii e

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

If (Q1a=8) AND (Q17=15 OR Q17=16 OR Q17=17) - END SURVEY
If (Q1a<>8 OR Q1a = NULL) AND (Q17=15 OR Q17=16 OR Q17=17) > Q19
ELSE > Q18

Q18. What is the name of the course or program that you are enrolled in?

Text response

Q19. What kind of institution are you studying at?
University

T AR E
Private Training College i
Training provided at WOrK ...
AMMEd FOMCES oo e e
HOME SCNOOI o

Other (please SPECITY) ..o

0 N OO W N -



If (Q19=1) > Q20a

If (Q19=2) > Q20b

If (Q19=7) OR (Q19=8) > END SURVEY
ELSE > Q20c

Q20a. What is the name of the university you are enrolled in?

Australian Catholic University ...
BoNd UNIVersity oo
Central Queensland UniVersity .........ooieiiii e
Griffith University ..o
James COOK UNIVEISItY ..ot e e e e e
Queensland University of TeChnology — .......c.cooiiiiiiii e
The University of Queensland ... ...
University of Southern Queensland

University of the Sunshine Coast

Southern Cross University

Other university (please SPECify) ..o

END SURVEY

Q20b. Is that through TAFE Queensland?

TAFE QUEENSIAN ..o
Interstate TAFE
Other TAFE (please SPeCify) ..ot e,

END SURVEY

Q20c. What is the name of the institution you are enrolled in?

All Trades QUEENSIANA ..o
Aurora Training INStitute ...
Aviation Australia ...
F = I I =1 1 Vo

AXIOM COllBGE i

O © 00 N O O b W DN -

O =
~

Blue DOg Training oot a e
BUSY @t WOrK o e
EIECIrO GrOUD o

French Beauty Academy
JMC Academy
Mater Education

1Y/ T30 g =1 o =TT

46
62
63
49
50
64



ME G T e

Motor Trades Association
MRAEL - Australian Trade Training College
SAE (QANTM College)

OO N oo e

Training & Assessment Mentor

Secondary school

Other institution (please SPECIfY) ...

52
53
54
58
65
60
72

END SURVEY

Q21. What is the main reason you are not studying?

Wanted a break from study (e.g. totravel) ...
Undecided and considering OptioNs ..o
Don't feel ready for study at the moment ...
Not interested in further study/already finished studying ................c.ool,
Working to save money for further study ...
Waiting for course/training to begin ... ..
WoOrk COmmItMENtS Lo
Find the course fees and other costs are a barrier ...
Would have to move away from home ... ..o
Don't meet the entry criteria for the program | wanttodo ...,
Wanted t0 earn OWN MONEY ... e aaeaeas
Looking for work/apprenticeship/traineeship ...
Going into, or already in, armed SEIVICES  .....i.iiiiiii i
DiSaADIlItY .t
Health reasons

SPOrtS COMMITMENTS L. e
Family commitments — pregnancy/parenting own child ................cociiin.
Family commitments — excluding pregnancy/parenting own child ........................
HOUSING ISSUBS it e e
Other <(please SPECifY)> oo

If (Q4>1) and (Q15>2) > Q22
ELSE > END SURVEY

0o N O o B~ WDN -



Q22. You said earlier that you are not currently working or studying.

The Regional Youth Engagement Service supports young people to re-engage with
education, training and employment.

Would you like your contact details to be passed on to the Department of Education,
to be used alongside your school record, so someone can contact you about this
service?

D 0=
N O e 2

If (22=1) — Q23
ELSE — END SURVEY

Q23. To connect you with the right region, what is your residential suburb and
postcode? Please also provide your phone number and/or email address.

Phone number: Text response
Email address: Text response
Suburb and postcode: Text response

END SURVEY
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