Queensland Government

Members of Parliament and candidates: working with
schools

Elected members visiting schools

All elected members (local councillors, and state and federal MPs) are welcome to visit schools within their own
electorates by arranging directly with the principal, and do not require approval from the Office of the Minister for
Education.

MPs wishing to visit schools outside of their electorates must seek approval from the Office of the Minister for
Education at education@ministerial.gld.gov.au.

State and federal elected members:

e can provide materials such as tents, eskies and banners that only display MP contact details. No political
content, slogans or logos are permitted (see ‘Advertising and signs’ section)

e can attend P&C meetings as members of the general public (however no campaigning can occur)
e cannot distribute any materials that contain political party logos or slogans

e cannot campaign while visiting schools — this includes commitments and announcements

e cannot meet with staff or students during school hours to provide a particular political viewpoint

e cannot sponsor schools or school-based events

e cannot visit any school as a representative of a paid or unpaid 3 party entity (without first seeking approval
from the Office of the Minister for Education). For example, a member delivering a workshop for a training
organisation.

Non-elected candidates visiting schools
Non-elected political candidates in local, state and federal jurisdictions:

e can attend school events such as fetes and P&C meetings as a member of the general public (however no
campaigning can occur)

e can attend schools with a visiting MP, however cannot promote themselves, address media or groups of
students/staff or hand out political material

e cannot visit schools for political purposes at any time

e cannot promote themselves or advertise through school communication channels or at school-based events
such as fetes

e cannot meet with staff or students during school hours to provide a particular political viewpoint

e cannot sponsor schools or school-based events

Filming, photography and media

Any photos or videos of staff and students that MPs or their staff take must have consent from staff/parents/carers to
be used (i.e. for social media posts). Note that the state school consent form is not appropriate for MP use.

MPs and non-elected political candidates are not permitted to use footage of staff and students, and cannot use
school logos, for campaigning purposes.

Schools logos cannot be used by MPs for communication purposes.

Use of school facilities

MPs, candidates and political parties are able to hire halls and other school facilities, as per the department’s
Community use of state school facilities procedure.
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Advertising and signs

To assist schools to manage political advertising in line with the advertising Code of Conduct, the following protocols
apply. Please note this protocol does not apply on election day when schools are used as polling stations.

e Where requested by a local councillor, or state or federal MP (who represents the area in which the school is
located), schools will display advertisements that provide the contact details for the local councillor, or state or
federal MP.

e Schools should not accept payment for this advertising. It should be viewed as a community service and not a
revenue stream.

e All local councillor, or state or federal MP advertisements and signage must be provided with an authorisation
statement so they can be run at all times of the year, including during local, state and federal elections.
Section 328(1) of the Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918 (Cwilth) (the Act) requires the name and address of
the individual who authorised the electoral advertisement (see example below).

Authorisation Statement example:

Advertisement Mandatory
Shane Smith Mandatory
Member for Smithville _
123 Smith Rd o]
Smithville, Qld, 1234
! d Contact
Phone: 1234 5678 dz:aiTsc
Fax: 9876 5432
smith@parliament.qld.gov.au ]
Authorised by R. Booker Mandato
123 Smith Rd, Smithville QLD 1234 A4

e Advertisements that do not contain this authorisation must be removed during election periods, otherwise the
school may be in breach of the Act and liable for a financial penalty from the Electoral Commission.

e Advertisements must be clearly labelled with 'Advertisement' (in a font no smaller than 10 point) at the top.

e Advertisements and signage must not contain political messages, campaign slogans (e.g. 'Standing up for the
community' or 'Working hard for this school') or political party logos.

e Politically branded materials cannot be distributed to students, staff and the wider school community on behalf of
an MP or political party.
Visiting schools during a caretaker period

During a state caretaker period, state MPs wishing to visit schools outside their electorates must seek approval from
the Office of the Director-General. Email Communication.OFFICEDG@ged.qgld.gov.au.

Federal MPs wishing to visit schools outside their electorate during a caretaker period continue to seek approval
through the Office of the Minister for Education.

During this time, relevant elected members cannot campaign whilst visiting schools — this includes election
commitments and announcements.

Non-elected political candidates are able to attend schools with a visiting MP, however are not allowed to promote
themselves nor campaign — including election commitments and announcements.
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